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Oradered, — 

That the Thanks of the Governor? of the CITY or London LyInG“ͥ 
IN HosPITAL FoR MARRIED WOMEN, AT SHAFTESBURY-HoUSE, in 
ALDERSGATE-STREET, be given tothe Reverend Mr. GLOCESTER 
RIDLEY, L. L. B. for the excellent Sermon by him preached this 
17th dayof Mar 1764, at the Pariſh Church of St. AnDREw, HoL- 
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Preached and Publiſhed at their Requeſt, 
Is, with great Reſpect, 
And good Wiſhes for the Succeſs of their Humane Undertaking, 
_ INSCRIBED, by 
Their humble Servant, 


GLOCESTER R1DLEY. 
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PSALM einn. 3, 4s $i 


LO, CHILDREN ARE AN HERITAGE OF THE LORD: AND THE 
FRUIT OF THE WOMB IS HIS KE WARD. 


AS ARROWS ARE IN THE HAND OF A MIGHTY MAN; SO ARE 
CHILDREN OF THE YOUTH. 


HAPPY IS THE MAN THAT HATH HIS QUIVER FULL OF THEM: 


THEY SHALL NOT BE ASHAMED, BUT THEY SHALL SPEAK 
WITH THEIR ENEMIES IN THE GATE. 


n HIS Pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been written by 
2 WE David for the inſtruction of Solomon ; exhorting 

him to rely on the declared will of God, for the 

Ra N 1 eſtabliſhment both of his, family and of his king- 
dom, rather than on-any human wiſdom and endeavours con- 
trary to it. He obſerves, that all- the deep concerted ſchemes 
of his ſervants, how vigilant ſoever, would prove ineffectual, if 
plan'd in contradiction to God's Laws; except the Lord keep the 
City, the Watchman waeth Lut in vain. ver. 1. But, as thoſe 
who oppoſe him take the greateſt pains to no purpoſe, ſo thoſe 
who approve themſelves to him ſhall find their defires accom- 
pliſhed with little trouble: For, as on the one hand 17 is vain 
for. you to riſe up early, to fit up late, to eat the bread of forrows ; 
Jo, £ on the other hand, he grveth bis Beloved (or thoſe who fear 


B him] 
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(2) 
him) ſeep or reſt. ver. 2. He inſtances particularly with reſpect 
to Increaſe : whatever human wiſdom may apprehend, vagrant 
luſt and promiſcuous concubinage are not the means to raiſe a fa- 
mily, or to ſtrengthen a kingdom : Except the Lord build the houſe, 
their labor is but loft that build it. (ver. 1.) The reaſon is, becauſe it 


is not in man to command that Increaſe : e SubRance yet im- 
Perfect, is curiouſly wrought in ſecret by the Creator, in whoſe book, 


and not in ours, are all their members cpritten. (Pſ. cxxxix. 15, 16.) 
For Children are an heritage of the Lord, not our own acquiſition : 
and the fruit of the womb is hit reward, not the certain produce of 
nature. They are given as bleſſings to the virtuous : in a domelſ- 
tick view, ſpeaking of the fruitful wife and numerous offspring, 
he ſays in the following Pſalm, 7bus ſhall the man be Bleſſed, that 
| feareth the Lord: (cxxviil. 4.) in a political view, the Text repre- 
ſents the children of the young as arrows in the hand of the mighty 
| man ; for an Increaſe of people are the treaſures of a nation, it's 
ſupport in peace and war. A people well provided with them ſhall 
not be aſhamed or afraid of their enemies ; furniſhed with able 
Counſellors to debate in the ſeats of judgment, they ſhall ſpeak 
with their Enemies in the gate: or with warriors to repel them 
from their own, or to force and poſſeſs the gates of their enemies. 


Here are Two points to be opened, 


_ ——_ 4. 77 „ | —_ — 


The One, that children are not to be expected, but on che 
terms preſcribed by God, for they are his heritage, and the fruit of 
the womb is his reward, 


The other, that children ſo obtained from God are bleſſings to 
a people: they are as arrows in the band of the mighty man Happy 
7s the man that hath his Qutver full of them. 


27 
(3) 
Firſt, Children are not to be expected but on the terms pre- 


ſcribed by God, for they are bis beritage, and the fruit of the womb 
is bis reward. 


The Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, exhorting to ſocial 
duties, obſerves, that marriage is honorable, and the bed ungefiled : 
but that whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. (Ch. xii. 4.) 
Not only at the great day, when each ſhall receive according to 
that he hath done; but as offenders againſt ſociety they ſhall be 
puniſhed by temporal chaſtiſements. Sometimes he denies them 
any fruit at all; thus he foretells the Iſraelites, They /hall commit 
whoredom, and ſhall not increaſe : becauſe they have left off to take 
| heed to the Lord. (Hol. iv. 10.) And for the fame offence, he gave 
Ephraim a miſcarrying womb, and ary breaſts. (ch. ix. 14.) Or their 
fruit ſhall fall away untimely : zhe glory of Ephraim ſhall fly away 
like a bird, from the birth, and from the womb, and from the con- 
ception : or they ſhould bring forth children to the murtherer. (v. 11. 
13.) Nor was this a particular threat : but it was an obſervation 
made (as Zophar tells us) Vince man was placed on the earth, that 
the increaſe of Him, whoſe bones are full of the fin of bis youth, ſhall 
depart and flow away: this is the heritage appointed unto the wicked 
man from God. (Job. xx. 4, 11, 28, 29.) David himſelf experi- 
enced the truth of this obſervation, in the death of his child, by 
his adultery with Bathſheba; and therefore cautions Solomon, 
not only in this. Pſalm, but on his death' bed, to walk before God 
in truth, that there might not fail him a man. on the throne of Iſrael. 
(1 K. xi. 4.) And while Solomon preſerved his integrity, Tudab and 
Iſrael dwelt ſafely : but when he forgot the Law of God, and 
thought of eſtabliſhing his Houſe and Kingdom' by the multitude 
of his wives and concubines, it only tended to his decreaſe ; for 
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ten of the eleven tribes deſerted from him, he loſt his arrows from 
his quiver, and was ſpoiled of his golden armour. (I. K. xiv. 26.) 
Or elſe ſuch children are born too feeble, or brought up too un- 
principled to be of uſe either in the cabinet or the field; or, like 
ſuckers, prevent the fairer fruit, unfit themſelves to produce any. 
Though they bring up their children, there ſhall not be a MAN left. 
(Hoſ. ix. 12.) We need not go far to ſeek for proofs : the ſterility 
of Proſtitutes, the feeble, ſhortlived, barren offspring of diſtem- 
pered and debilitated luſt, are matters of common obſervation and 
notoriety. * Fruitfulneſs, ſays the Philoſopher,* does not come at 
our pleaſure ; but nature, he means the God of nature, is with- 
out controul.” Wherefore the Legiſlators took care of nuptial 
laws in the firſt place, as the foundation of all well ordered So- 
ciety.+ And the Roman Lyric Poet accounts for the ſeditions 
and ruin threatening his country from their irregularities in mar- 
riage. * This age, ſays he, prolific in nothing but vice, intro- 
duced debaucheriesinto the marriage ſtate; from which ſource de- 
ſolation iſſuing in full ſtream laid waſte the whole Republic.” 
Agreeable to theſe ſentiments of the Pagan Sages, are thoſe 
maxims in the book of Wiſdom, The multiplying brood of the 
ungodly ſhall not thrive, nor take deep rooting from bajtard ps, nr 
lay any faſt foundation: For though they flouriſh in branches for a 
time; yet ſtanding not faſt, they ſhall be ſhaken with the wind. The 
impenfect branches ſhall be broken off, their fruit unprofitable, not ripe 


Seneca. lib. 2. Controv. 13. 
+ yawn & b Tpwles xivdurevouss Whrwueres - 
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De Legib. Lib. iv. p. 721 Serrani. 


Fæcunda culpz ſecula nuptias 
Primum inquinavere, et genus et domos: 
Hoc fonte derivata clades, 
In Patriam populumque fluxit. 
Hor. Lib. iii. Ode. 6. 
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fo eat, yea, meet for nothing. The Children of adulterers ſhall not 
come to their perfection, and the ſeed of an unrighteous bed ſhall be 
rooted out. Ch. iv. 3. 4. 5. Ch. iii. 16. Such a race then are not 
to be eſteemed the Gift that cometh of the Lord: ſuch children are 
not arrows in the hand of the mighty man, but like broken reeds, 
that deceive thoſe who lean upon them: While the fruit of the 
undefiled bed is the reward of Heaven, and will be a Bleſſing te a 
nation. Which is 


The Second General head; Happy is the Man that hath his N- 
ver full of them, they ſhall not be aſhamed, but they ſhall ſpeak with 
their enemies in the gate. The Text, as generally interpreted, re- 
preſents them as bleflings both in a civil and military view : in the 
latter, numerous and active, flying upon the enemy, they are as 
arrows in the hand of the mighty man: 1n the former, acute and ſaga- 
cious in Council, they ſhall not be aſhamed when they ſpeak with their 
enemies, in the gate, where the Courts of Juſtice were held, 


The Common-wealth is not to be conſidered as a number of In- 
dividuals, unconnected: but as the aggregate of a number of fa- 
milies, the foundation of which is laid in marriage; and theſe 
again woven into one another by Inter-marriages, till thoſe ſeveral 
little Societies blend, and grow up into one Great Family, con- 
nected and knit together by the ſtrong ties of affection and mu- 
tual good offices among Relatives. And though their ſituations 
and offices may differ, yet are they all mutually uſeful, and make up, 
like our ſeveral members, but one Body. In vain would the 
eye of Counſel diſcern how to defend the body, if the military 
Hand was not ready to execute its duty : in vain would the Head 


direct where proviſions might be furniſhed, if the travelling Foot 
did 


(6) 

- did not go forth to bring it home. The eye caunot ſay to the band, 
|  T have no need of thee: nor again, the head to the feet, I have no need 
of you. 1. Cor. xii. 21. But deſtroy the union betwixt them, 
which by nearer or remoter joints connects the moſt diſtant parts 
to one another, ſeperate the eye from the head, and the foot and 
the hand from their contiguous and relative parts; tho! all the dif- 
, ferent members might be there, and occupy the ſame ſpace, yet 
q the Body would be deſtroyed, for want of that circulating blood, 
that animating ſpirit of affection, which pervades, unites, and 
enlivens all. Nor is this union only the Life and Vigor of the 
political Body, but it is alſo the health and comfort of it. How do. 
the ſeveral dear relations of life ſoften and ſweeten the cares of it? 
That conjugal enchantment which makes us prefer one to a thou- 
ſand others not leſs deſerving: : that parental fondneſs which creates 
beauties, wit, and merit in our offspring, of which none, but 
the Parents are ſenſible: thoſe happy partialities which make each 
man happy at home without envying others: theſe are Nature's 
Magick Art, which not only enables men to bear ſatigues, but 
even court them; it ſharpens their genius to contrive, it quick- 
ens their induſtry. to execute the moſt laborious means to provide 
for thoſe who are ſo dear to them. With what affection do they 
join their cares to rear the helpleſs infant, and bend their pliant 
minds to inſtruction to make them uſeful. Thezr particular be- 
nefit.is the Parents view ; and this view is at once the ſpur to the. 
Parents labor, and the reward of it: but yet their labor obtains 
a, much more extenſive and unforeſeen benefit, the welfare of the 
Publick.. A benefit which they. neither in general underſtand ; 
neither, bad they no other more immediate view, would they 
have taken half the pains to procure. Can we imagine that a pro- 
maaſcuous concubinage would be attended with the like pleaſing 

| affections 
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affections to the Individuals, or the like beneficial effects to the 
Publick, where no man would know his own offspring, nor any 
mother find a careful and affectionate Huſband to join in providing 
for it, and in the education of it ? Or that a multiplicity of wives 
would much mend the matter, where the feuds and quarrels of 
many contentious women in one houſe muſt deſtroy domeſtick 
peace; and affection, divided amongft many, muſt dwindle into 
little or none for either. What ſocial care, what ſufficient provi- 
ſion could be expected in ſuch diſtracted Houſeholds? If we quit 
ſpeculation to examine facts, we find a Nation reſenting the en- 
deavours of their Prince to introduce the promiſcuous uſe of 
wives and women; and ſenſible that all domeſtick happineſs and 
publick utility would be extirpated by it, they roſe againſt him, 
and expelled him the Kingdom as the greateſt Enemy to it. * See 
Procop. Lib. 1. c. 5. Perſ. II. 16. And it is reported that the 
Turks, where Polygamy is allowed, from an experience of the in- 
conveniences and miſchiefs attending it, do, many of them, vo- 
luntarily reſtrain themſelves from a Liberty in which their Laws 
indulge them. Puffend. Lib. 6. c. 1. F. 19. The impulſes of 
nature, under the direction of God's Laws, will always be found 
to be the trueſt ſyſtem of Politicks. And whenever refined Pro- 
jectors endeavour generally to reſtrain the one, or violate the 
other, diſorder and inconvenience will follow in the ſtate, inſtead 
of happineſs and ſecurity : our quivers empty, or our arrows 
broken, will make us afraid to meet our enemies in the gate. 


But, notwithſtanding the wiſeſt Inſtitutions, ſome accidental in- 
conveniences will often riſe; which thoſe, who have capacities 


* Chabas King of Perſia, 


large 


(8.) : 
hrge enough to comprehend and underſtand the General Good, 
ſhould provide againſt by a national Prudence ; and others who 
ſee not ſo far, yet have hearts to feel the miſeries which they do 
ſee, ſhould relieve by their private humanity and chriſtian benevo- 
S | * | ; | 


It has been thought,a prudent maxim in Government, that the 
laboring people in general ſhould not be worth much more than- 
they ſpend. The reaſon is matter of daily obſervation; that many 
who find the work of a few days ſufficient to keep them the whole 
week, chooſe to ſpend the remaining working days in idleneſs ra- 
ther than in labor: which is ſo much loſt to the Publick. And 
it is generally found in one very uſeful ſet of people to this king- 
dom, the failors, that after receiving their wages or prize-money 
on ſhore, they cannot be induced to ſhip themſelves again and 
ſerve their Country, till they have ſquandered away their little 
treaſure. According to this maxim, daily labor can earn but lit- 
tle more than daily bread: but many events happen, that make 
this a very diſproportioned diſtribution; thus the daily labor of a 
father of ten children can earn no more than he who has but one; 
when the expence of maintenance is ſo. much increaſed. Ancient« 
ly the Parents in theſe caſes had a power to deſtroy the children 
they could not keep: that is, they choſe rather to put an end at 
once to their neceſſities, than leave them to pine away. unavoida- 
bly in a lingering death by ſtarving. Others had. a right to ſe} 
them, the purchaſer, for preſent maintenance, being entitled to 


+ The antient Roman Laws gave this power, or that of ſelling them, to Parents, truſti 
to their natural affection that they would not do it without neceſſity. See Simplicius — 
Epicteti enchiridium. And this cuſtom was fo general, that Strabo mentions it as the pecu- 
tar praiſe of Ægypt, that they breed up a their children. Lib. gvii. 
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their future labor. F Now we ſhould be hard as Ægyptian Tafk- 
maſters, if we-required the poor working man to maintain his chil- 
dren without allowing him a competency to do it: and the 
Publick would be very unjuſt expectants of thoſe childrens future 
| labors if they did not allow them a preſent fupport. The mode 
of doing it is the difficulty, Some ſtates have granted rewards 
and privileges in ſuch cafes; our own provide for them in fome 
meaſure by a parochial weekly allowance according to their circum- 
ſtances : but room will be left for the exertions of equity in thoſe 
who have been benefited by the parents work, and of chriſtian 
charity in others: of which this age has produced ſome noble mo- 
numents, as far as the objects I have been repreſenting are con- 
cerned, in the ſeveral Hoſpitals and charities for the deſerted or 


neglected young. E 


Inequalities again will ariſe from the idleneſs of ſome beyond 
others in like circumſtances. Theſe, as the Apoſtle juſtly ob- 
ſerves, refuſing to work have no title to eat. He who refuſes to 
ſubmit to the curſe laid on all men, by God, to eat their bread in 
the ſweat of their brows, in witholding that ſweat of his brow 
has forfeited the bread which he was permitted to eat only on that 
condition: but however juſt it might be to leave ſuch to the due 


conſequence of their idleneſs, it is certainly more benevolent and 


more prudent to endeavour at making them uſeful, by reſtoring 
them and their labors to the Publick. Such among us was the 


4 But the Thebans reſtrained this power only to ſelling them; directing the Father, it 
reduced to extreme poverty, to carry the child immediately after the birth, to the magiſtrate, 
who upon receiving an eaſy price ſhall deliver it to another perſon, taking ſecurity of the 
Buyer, that he honeſtly breed up the infant, and for his pains ſhall take its ſervice when 
grown to Man's or Woman's eſtate. Zlians Var. H. 11. Lib. ii. cap. 7. The like per- 
miſſion was granted by Conſtantine in caſe of extreme want, l eaſt the child ſhould = ou 
wiſe ſtarve, : : 

C wiſe 
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(10) 
wiſe inſtitution of Bridewell and Houſes of . which 
perhaps it might be our intereſt to increaſe and improve. 


Again, a very unhappy diſproportion muſt be felt, when all 
the profits of the working hands are loſt, and at the ſame time 
greater expences incurred, by the maims, broken limbs, ſickneſs, 
or lunacy of the maſter of the poor family which depended upon 
his labor for their ſupport. For the relief of Theſe many Hoſpi- 
tals were erected in King Edward VI. reign; ſince which time, as 
our metropolis and our trade are greatly enlarged, ſuch objects 
grew too numerous for thoſe receptacles, which, when inſtituted, 
might be ſufficient for the occaſions of thoſe days; and now, we 
ſee with pleaſure that our increaſing Trade, while it neceſſarily 
multiplies the occaſions, has bròught along with it into this city 
beth the ability and the inclinition to afford a ſuitable relief. 

Yet One want was long OY in ho induſtrious 3 
which affects the very foundations of the publick wealth and ſecu- 
rity. While the legal encouragements to marriage bring the 
children. to the birth, many of the mothers, without further aſſiſt- 
ance, will not have ſtrength to bring forth: the occaſional paro- 
chial aid is inadequate ;. it may adminiſter the bread of affliction, 
but proper diet, medicine, {ki and care are all beyond the reach 
of that ſcanty allowance. In that hour of anguiſh, when the 
ſhares of death encompaſs her, and thoſe' pains ahich-prelude the 
grave get hold of her, if no charitable hand aſſiſt, ſhe who might 


Have been a joyful mother, is cut off from the common ſtock, and 


her infants ball never ſee light. Compaſſionate reſentment of 
fach diftreſs and neglect gave riſe to this Humane Society, and 


others for the like purpoſe; 76 ſave the. ſouls of the mothers from 
undeſcrved 
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undeſerved death, and thoſe afflicted eyes from tears: tears. with 


which we have already, every one of us, at his birth, mingled his 
own, as if he had wept the ſorrows of his mother. Shall the ad- 


vance of reaſon incline. us. to appear more hard hearted, and a 


knowledge of their miſery make us exprels leſs ſigns of pity. To 
bring forth in ſorrow is the portion of every daughter of Eve, 
a puniſhment from which no rank or condition is exempt: Nor 
can the univerſality of it leſſen it, otherwiſe than by inclining every 
mother that has experienced it, every ſon who is the fruit of it, 
and every daughter that fears hereafter for herſelf, to unite theit 
experience, their ſkill, their pity, their abilities, to ſoften, as 
much as poſſible, thoſe hard pains of travail, to ſmooth the bed 
of anguiſh, to ſtay the fleeting breath of Her that is ready to periſh, 

and to give our. younger bretþren, the ſtruggling candidates for 
life, to ſee the Sun. But hom aggravated muſt be the diſtreſs, 

how greatly increaſed the danger, when in the midſt of her trouble 


and ſorrow, ſhe finds no other attendants round her miſerable bed, 


than want, neglect, and inexperience. Ye Rich, to whom her 
laboring hands and thoſe of her induſtrious huſband have admini- 
ſtered to mitigate the general curſe laid upon yourſelves, and given 
you bread by ſweating in your ſtead, return your debt, and miti- 
gate to Her her ſhare in the curſe, by alleviating the forrows of 


her travail: at leaſt reſcue her from additional ſorrows, crampt by 


poverty and ſtraitneſs of lodging, ſo that ſhe has ſcarcely in thoſe 
torturing maments where to recline her head: the ſparrow, by 
inſtinct, findeth an houſe where ſhe may lay her young; and ſhall 
not humanity provide the. ſame for thoſe who are of more worth 


than many ſparrows ? The very fowls of the air may inſtru us in 


our duty, if we are yet to learn it. With what affiduity and 


chearful officiouſneſs do they gather, and ſupply Thoſe among 
C 2 them, 
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them, that brood over their young with their proper nouriſh- 
ment; denying and almoſt ſtarving themſelves to feed and fatten 
them? This has been obſerved in one ſpecies particularly: and 
the ſelfiſh and avaricious, who feel not for perſons in this condi- 
tion, may be ſent to learn generofity from that deſpicable bird, 
the ravenous crow: leſs ravenous, and therefore leſs deſpicable 
than themſelves. 


And if nature calls ſo loudly upon us, can we be leſs ready con- 
ſidered as Members of Society? If Children are from the Lord, and 
the fruit of the womb is his reward, ſhall we deſpiſe the bleſſing 
of Providence and refuſe the gifts he offers? Shall we ſpurn at the 
daughters waſted with miſery and daſh their children againſt the 
ſtones? If they are like arrows in the hand of the mighty-man, 
ſhall we negle& to have our quivers full of them? it is from 
Theſe that we expect thoſe ſoldiers that make us not aſhamed to 
ſpeak with our enemies in the gate! Numbers are preſſing to pre- 
ſent theſe treaſures to the Publick, who if refuſed for want of ſuf- 
ficient abilities in the Governours to accept them, may probably, 
They and their produce, be Loſs in the General account. See 
future armies ſtriving in the womb, preſſing to our ſtandards, im- 
portuning you to ſuffer them to guard you in your preſent poſſeſ- 
ſions, and to lay at your feet the ſpoils of new Qyebecs, other Se- 
negals and future Plaſſeys. How impolitick then muſt we be to 
grudge the neceſſary expence for recruiting our neceflary defence? 
Call to mind the State of Conſtantinople, whoſe inhabitants might 
have redeemed their city and themſelves by offering up a part of 
their wealth ; but, grudging to furnith their proportions, loſt their 
All, their Empire, and $0,009 Lives, by this improvident avarice : 


verifying 
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verifying the obſervation of the wiſe Father of his people, ere 
is a ſore evil which I have ſeen under the ſun, riches kept for the own- 
ers thereof to their own hurt. (Eccles. v. 13.) Better 1s it to follow 
the advice of the Son of Sirach, Shut up alms in thy ftorebouſes, 
and it ſhall deliver thee from all affliftion. It ſhall, in this inſtance 
literally, Agbt for thee againſt thine enemies. (Eccles. xxix. 12, 13.) 
Nor let the tender and delicate woman among you, who would not ad- 
venture to ſet the ſole of her foot upon the ground for delicateneſs and 
tenderneſs, ſpurn at theſe objects, or diſdain a charity from which 
the herſelf may reap a moſt wiſhed for relief: when her hour of 
travail comes, perhaps attended with circumſtances of uncommon 
danger, the experience gained in theſe Hoſpitals from a variety of 
extraordinary caſes, may ſuggeſt means of deliverance, which, 
but for the knowledge gained by ſuch extenſive practice, might 
have been hopeleſs to her. Caſt then thy bread upon the waters, for 
thou ſhalt find it after many days. Give a portion to ſeven, and alſo to 
eight, for thou knoweſt not what evil may be upon the earth (Eccles. 
xi. 12.) To theſe Natural and Prudential reaſons I ſhall add ſome 
purely Religious. | 


If the children which make a man or people happy are to be 
conſidered as the reward of God, they maſt alſo be ſuppoſed the 
fruit of virtue. As it is more explicitly affirmed in the following 
Pialm, Lo, thus, in his children, ſhall the man be blaſſed that feer- 
eth the Lord. (ver. 1) The Prophet Malachi tells us God {ought 
a godly Seed, Chap. ii. 15. and that was in the inſtitution of mar- 
riage ; one man to one woman. So he appointed at the Creation; 
for he made but one, not many women for one man. And did 
he not make one? ſays the Prophet, yet bad be the refidue of the /þ1- 


7it, His Creative Spirit was not exhauſted. Aud wher: fore one? 
the 
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the Prophet anſwers himſelf, that be might ſeek a godly ſeed, or, the 
ſeed of God. Children born, as Adam was created, in the image 
of God, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. (Gen. i. 27. Epheſ. iv. 
24.) And Providence is remarked to proſetve the proportion which 
Creation began, by producing, very nearly, an equal number of 
Males and Females, not quite fourteen of the former to thirteen 
of the latter, with which computation the births in this Hoſpital 
agree. From hence the Prophet exhorts, therefore take heed to 
Jour ſpirit ; let your ſenſual faculties be governed by your rational 
ones, and both by the ſpirit of God which dwelleth in you: and 
let none deal treacherouſly againft the wife of his youth. It is ſuch a 
'podly ſeed that this Society ſeeks, in providing for the births of 
children of the. married Poor; enlarging the Kingdom of Chritt, 
for if. the root be holy, fo are therbrdnches, taking care that they 
may be brought to Chriſt in baptiſm, giving them an inheritance 
in the kingdom of heaven. Suffer then the little children to come 
wnto Chriſt, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of God. 
Mark x. 14. a hy - 


If it be queſtioned whether the children of this claſs can be 
called a godly ſeed, becauſe their Parents ſeldom will attend the 


t Polygamy therefore cannot encreaſe;the world more than ſingle marriages : for if many 
women fall to the Lot of one man, many men muſt have none. Ihe produce therefore car.- 
not be more, but may be leſs by croſs mixtures. And if we look into the ſeeds of time, 
as far as the ſcheme of Propheſy will enable us to do fo, the general fate of the world ſeems 
to turn on this principle. The Sons of Shem, Ham, and Japhet have divided the earth ; 
The northern parts fall to the ſhare of the latter, among wheſe poſterit ſingle marriages 
have generally obtained, and the fruit of the womb has been their reward ; agreeable to the 
Promiſe that God would enlarge Japbet, dilate and pour fourth his race; which having rooted 
in the northern parts of Aſia, and overſpread all Europe, are now diſburthenin — 
merous ofisets into the new weſtern world. While Shem and Ham, among whoſe Sens Po- 


| r are by that means falfilling the reſt of the Propheſy. e Aſiaticks, the 


ndants of the firſt, by emaſculating their uſeleſs and redundant males, are enfeebling 


themſelves, and preparing the way that Japhet may dwell in the tents of Shem ; And the Afri- 


cans, the Sons of the latter, by ſelling their ſupernumerary males for ſlaves, are tulfilling 
the Curſe on Canaan, a ſervant of ſervants hall be be to his Brithren, Gen, ix. 25, 27. 


offices 


IJ 
r 
offices of religion, and are therefore unacquainted with good in- 
ſtruction: As far as there is any truth in this objection, ſo far it 
muſt be acknowledged a real unhappineſs to Society, as the pub- 
lick peace and ſecurity are greatly intereſted in their behaviour; 
and moreover, ſo far it is an evidence of the pernicious effects of 
that intemperance of Liberty which overturns all the fenees of de- 
cency, and the uſeful reſtraints of diſcipline: The ſpeculative 
clame of a right to ſerve God in what way we pleaſe leads to 
a. practical exemption from ſerving him in any. The friends 
then of virtue and religion muſt be pleaſed with every endeavour 
to infuſe among the careleſs untutored Poor a ſenſe of religion, 
When the Parturients in the midſt of their trouble and ſorrow ex- 
perience that zhe Lord is gracious and merciful, they cannot but ac- 
knowledge the goodneſs of God while they feel it, and bid their 
long vainly diſturbed ſoul retwrn to its reſt, in a ſecure reliance on 


his Providence: and deſirous to know what to render to the Lord 
for all bis benefits, will reſolve to walk before him for thus continuing 


them in the lend of the living. When they ſee the comelineſs of 
religion and its offices as adminiſtered and taught within the walls 
of their happy Sanctuary; when they rejoice in the ſalutary effects 
of this principle in the hearts of their Benefactors, they cannot 
but love and admire it; deſirous to- imitate and recommend the 
example. They, it is to be hoped, will not only in their private 
families Her to God the ſacriſce of thankſgromg, but u, allo pay 
ther vows in the preſence of all his people, in the caurts of the Lord's 
Touſe, in the mit of thee, O Jeruſalem. Pſ. cxvi. And thus having 
ſelt the curſe of fin in pangs of child bearing, will be inſtructed 
to reap the ſalvation that is promiſed from it to ſuch women as 
continue in the faith of Chriſt, in charity or the relative duties of - 
their ſtations, and holine,5 cr a ſeperation from the vanities and ill- 
examples 
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(16) 
examples of the world, with ſobriety or a chaſte converſation cou- 
pled with fear; 1 Tim. ii. 15. teaching their daughters 70 be ſober, 
to love their huſbands, to love their children, to be diſcreet, chaſte, 
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own huſbands, that the word 
of God be not blaſphemed : their young men likewiſe to be ſober minded, 
temperate, Tit. ii. 4, 5, 6. reſtraining and governing their appe- 
tites and paſſions : ſuch children will be uſeful, not burthenſome to 
the ſtate, an heritage of the Lord and bis reward, Happy is the na- 
tion that hath its guivers full of ſuch, they ſhall not be aſhamed when 
they ſpeak with their enemies in the gate. 
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Inſtituted Marxcn 30, 1750. 
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REASONS FOR THE INSTITUTION. 


Kt, HE good effects of the many noble inſtitutions for 
$ T- — training up Orphans, and other indigent Children, 
. ee 7 in the knowledge and practice of their duty to 
God, and their Country, for relieving the induſtri- 

ous poor, under the accidental calamities of Sickneſs, Lame- 
neſs, or Lunacy, and for reſtraining, and if poſſible reclaim- 
ing the diſſolute and debauched, together with the truly 
Chriſtian Spirit of benevolence which at this time ſo gene- 
rally prevails amongſt us, to the great honour of this A ge and 
Nation; were inducements with ſeveral worthy Citizens of 
London, to eſtabliſh a proper proviſion for the wives of poor 
tradeſmen or others labouring under the terrors, pains and 
hazards of Childbirth, as the only kind of Charity that ap- 
peared wanting in this populous and opulent City. | | 
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It cannot but greatly move our compaſſion as men, and 
deſerve our attention as members of the community, to 
reflect how many unhappy women, together with their ten- 
der infants, have, for want of the timely aſſiſtance of a Man- 
midwife, in difficult and uncommon Caſes, and even after 
a fafe delivery, for want of proper Diet, Medicines and At- 
tendance, either periſhed, or been deprived of the uſe of 
their limbs, or otherwiſe impaired in their conſtitutions, ſo 
as to become ufeleſs to their families and burthenſome to the 
Public; and how many of them are daily obliged to apply 
for relief to other Hoſpitals for a variety of maladies ariſing 


from the want of due care and aſſiſtance, in that perilous 


time of their Lying- in, is but too well known! And there- 


fore it is hoped that an inſtitution of this nature, calculated 
to ſupport and provide for Married Women of good character, 
in the laſt ſtage of their pregnancy, Time of Labour and 
-Lying-in, with all ſuitable helps and neceſſaries, proper diet, 


advice and medicines, will be thought a moſt neceſſary Cha- 
rity, and accordingly meet with ſuitable encouragement. 


And it is humbly preſumed, that this Charity only wants 
to be more known for to meet with general Encouragement, 


as the large ſums contributed towards the ſupport of Chari- 


ties of this kind, in this and an adjoining Kingdom, ſufficient- 


A evidence the utility of them. And the Governors flatter 


themſelves, 


AS 


(5) 
themſelves, that this Hoſpital will not meet with leſs encou- 
ragement than other eſtabliſhments calculated for the ſup- 
port and relief of the ſame kind of diſtreſſed Objects. 


The charitable doors of this Hoſpital have been opened for 
the relief of a much greater number than its annual income, 
being ſupported by voluntary contributions only, can poſſibly 
provide for without further aid from the Public, which hath 
induced the Governors to apply in this manner to the affluent 
and humane for their Benefactions towards the ſupport of this 
Charity, calculated for the relief of ſuch poor diſtreſſed wo- 
men in a pregnant ſtate, a condition in the midſt of affluence 
commiſſerated beyond all other, though ſurrounded with all 
the neceſſary helps and aſſiſtance which Wealth can procure. 
Then how muſt the diſtreſſes of the Poor be heightened in 
that helpleſs condition, whoſe poverty not only deny the ne- 
ceſſary comforts for themſelves, but to that of their approach- 
ing Offspring, and that at a time when more than ordinary 
care and tenderneſs is required, 


If therefore to preſerve a great number of poor Women, 
and at the ſame time to ſecure the birth and protect the ten- 
der lives of Infants who may hereafter be uſetully employed 
in trade and manufacture, or ſupply the waſte of war in our 
fleets and armies; if ever to give comfort and relief to the 
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(6) 
weaker Sex under all the terrors, pains, andanguiſh of Child- 
birth, aggravated by all the dreadful circumſtances of Po- 
verty and Deſpair Af theſe, or any of theſe purpoſes are 
uſeful or charitable, becoming human nature, or acceptable to 
God—-it is to be hnped that the neceſſities of the City of Lon- 
don Lying-in Hoſpital need only to be publiſhed to induce 
every lover of his country, every humane and religious per- 
ſon, to ſtretch out his hand for its effectual ſupport. And 
the Governors promiſe themſelves, that the Ladies particu- 
larly (whoſe tender natures are ſo ſuſceptible of pity on other 
occaſions) will not be backward in contributing to the relicf 
of their own Sex under theſe peculiar diſtreſſes, of which 
they (and they only) can form an adequate idea; but that 
they will readily exert themſelves to afford to others thoſe 
neceſſary helps, in that painful and dangerous criſis, which 
they have either ſtood or may ſtand in need of themſelves, 


being ſo peculiar to their own Sex. 
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*#**® Mrs. 


* Mrs. Elizabeth Edwards 


+*** Sir Samuel Fludyer, Knt. 


Bart. and Alderman 
*** Mr. Thomas Fleming 


*** Counteſs Gower 


* Sir Richard Glynn, Kt. Bart, 


and Alderman 
* Mr. James Guinand 
* Mr. Joſeph Gibbon 
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* Sir Thomas Harriſon, Knt. 
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* Matthew Howard, Eſq; 
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** Mr. William Hoſe 
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*** Mr. Edward Hanſon 


r* Mr. John Hanbury 
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+*** Samuel Horne, Eſq; * Dr. Herman Heneiken 
** Miſs Jane Hyde | + * Mr. Robert Harding 
+ *** Richard Hoare, Eſq; * Mr. William Hervey 
*** Mr. Francis Hooker * Mr, William Hoppes 
** Tohn Hyde, Eſq; _ * Miſs Mary Hayley 
+ ** Mr. John Horne 
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** Stephen Theodore Janſſen, * Charles Jennings, Eſq; 
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** Mrs. Elizabeth Nee + * Robert Cowan Kellet, 
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F*** Dr. Benjamin Marten * Mrs. Frances Maynard 


** Mrs. 
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T* Mr. John Rawlinſon 


* William Singlet8n, Eſq; 
*** Mrs. Anne Singleton 
KE Mrs. Mary Savage 
* Mrs. Sarah Stanley 
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Accou dr or WoMEn delivered from the Inſtitution of the 
Hoſpital to the 14th of May, 1764. 


Women delivered, 52 of whom had Twins, and one de- 6 
livered ot Three Children, — — oY 431 
Children born, — _ — — — 4370 


Males, — — 2242 
Females, — — 2128 


4379 


Monies received from the Inſtitution of the my - 
pital to the 14th of May, 1764, — an PO Ie, © Oh 
Monies expended from the Inſti- 
tution of the Hoſpital to beer 16 42 


ſame Day, 
2 5oo Old South Sea Annuities, 
which coſt 2395 8 9 
Caſh in Treaſurer's Hands to the „ 
ſame Day, — — — 
13292 2 42 


Beſides 50 J. Old South Sea Annuities transferred by a Lady. 


The Number of Beds at preſent in this Hoſpital are Forty. 
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Part of a Legacy left by Thomas Earl of Thanet, to m_ 
200 
| tables Uſes — 
William Whitaker; Eſq; 


Mrs Mary Nickleſs 
Mrs. Mary Aldwinckle 
Mr. George Cornwall 
Thomas Barnard, Eſq; 
Lewin Cholmley, Eſq; 
Rev. Mr. William May 
Captain John Wilkins 
Francis Craieſteyn, Eſq; 
Slingſby Bethell, Eſq; 
Thomas Gordon, Eſq; 
Mrs. Mary Prinn 

Mr. Richard Spooner 
Thomas Warde, Eſq; 
James Delaune Eſq; 
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CONDITIONS, 


, RES 


I. OU CH perſons: as ſubſcribe Thirty Guineas are Governors 


O for Life, and may recommend one Pregnant Woman to be 
upon the books at a time. 


II. TH Os E who ſubſcribe Five or Three Guineas per An- 
num, are Governors ſo long as they continue their ſubſcriptions, 
and intitled to recommend as in the Firſt Article. 


III. ANNUAL Governors may make up their ſubſcriptions 
Thirty Guineas within one year from their laſt payment, and there- 
upon become Governors' for Life, 


IV. ALL Ladies are at liberty, in all elections of Officers, to 
vote by proxy ſignified in writing. 


N..B. All leſſer Benefactions are thankfully received. And for 
the ſatisfaction of the public, that the women are well and 
properly taken Care of, Ladies, though not Governeſſes, 
are permitted to go into the Wards. 
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RULES OF THE HOSPITAL, 
GENERAL COURT of the Governors is held four times 
a year; namely, ſoon after the reſpective Quarter Days, to re- 
ceive the report of the Quarterly Committees, ele& a new Committee, | 
and tranſact ſuch other buſineſs as may then be laid before them. 


HOUSE-COMMITTEE. 

A Houſe Committee is appointed at every General Quarterly Court, 
conſiſting of Thirteen Governors, three of whom are a Quorum. This 
Committee meets every Thurſday morning at eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, at the ſaid Hoſpital, to receive and diſcharge women, inſpect the diet 
and proviſions, order any furniture and conveniences that may from time 


to time be wanted, and to examine into and regulate the conduct of all 
the ſervants and patients in the houſe. Theſe Committees are to make 


their reports to the General Quarterly Courts. 
| SERVANTS. 

A Matron, who is a ſkilful Midwife, conſtantly reſides in the Hoſpital, 
and acts as ſuch in all natural and eaſy labours. 

A ſufficient number of Nurſes and Servants to take care of the Lying- 
in Women, and do the common buſineſs of the houſe. 

Alſo a Beadle, who conſtantly reſides at the Hoſpital, to be ready to go 
on all Meſſages, on ſudden emergencies, and ſummon the Governors, Sc. 


ote: The ſervants of the houſe are forbid to take any Fee or Reward from the Lying: in 
Women, on any pretence whatſoever, on pain of being diſcharged. 


QUALIFICATION FOR ADMITTANCE 


No perſon having any infectious diſtemper will be admitted; nor * 
who have been accuſtomed to receive Alms of a pariſh. 


Pregnant women are to come prepared to prove their Marriage, and 
Place of Settlement; and are received into the Hoſpital at any hour 6f 


the night or day: where their children are baptized and regiſtered, and 
care 


6 
care taken of both until they are fit to go out; but ſuch women are not to 
be at any expence in procuring a certificate of their marriage z and if they 


cannot obtain ene without expence, they are to apply to the Secretary at 
the Hoſpital, who will prepare a proper affidavit to be taken inſtead thereof, 


N. B. A certificate on ſtamps is not wanted, but a letter or note in wri- 
ting, ſigned by the Clerk or Miniſter of a pariſh, will be ſufficient, there 
being a reafonable evidence only of the Marriage required at the 
Hoſpital, 


No Security is required for charge of Burial, in caſe of Death. 


Such Gentlemen and Ladies as chuſe to favour this laudable charity, 
are deſired to ſend their ſubſcriptions, with their names and places of 
abode, to the Treaſurer, WILLIAM Brunt, Eſq; in Queen-Street, 
Cheapſide; to Meſſ. Vers, GLyn, and HALIrAx, Bankers, in Birchin- 
Lane; or to the WEEK TY CommiTTEE, on Thurſday in the forenoon, 
at the ſaid Hoſpital, where proper receipts will be given, 


Such as are inclined to become benefactors by their laſt will, have the 
following Form of a Legacy recommended to them : 


Item, I give and bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. the ſum of 
upon truſt, and to the intent that they, or one of them, do pay the 
ſame to the Treaſurer {for the time being) of a Society, who now 
call themſelves, the Governors of the City of London Lying-in Hoſpital 
fer Married Women; which ſaid Sum I deſire may be applied towards 
carrying on the charitable deſign of the ſaid ſociety. 


N. B. Giving Land, or Money, or Stocks, by Will, with directions to be laid out in the 
purchaſe of any eſtate for the benefit of the Hoſpital, will be void by the Statute of 
Mortmain, But Money or Stock may be given by Will without being directed to be fo 
laid out, 


PRESIDENT, 


bee 


The Honourable T H OM AS H A. R LE Y, Alderman, and one 
of the — of this City in Parliament, Alderſgate-Street. 


VICE PRESIDENTS; 


Guildhall RicHard Hoare, Eſq; Fleet-Street 
RicHAaRD Monnat, Eſq; King's- U WiLLiam GorDpon, Eſq; Abingdon- 


Sir James Hopoes, Knt. Town- 2 Sir rxxx, E Ou, Str. wel. 
Road Buildings, 


TREASURER, » 
WILLIAM BLUNT, EG; Queen-Street Cheaplile, 


Dr. br ARTEN, (North Street Red Lion Square) Paysiciax 
in Ordinary. 


b. SAMUEL. WATHEN, (Pater- noſter Row) Man-mipwire in Ordinary, 
Mr. RICHARD BALL, (Token-houſe Tard) SuRGEoN in Ordinary. 
The above Gentlemen of the Fa c ul attend daily at the HosPITAL, 


Dr. MOSES GRIFF ITH, (Mincing-Lane) Pavs10tan- and Max-MiDwire. 
| Extraordinary. a 


" Ws. HENRY GRUNDY, (Wood-Street) SURGEON Extraordinary, 


„. WILLIAM. BALL, (Lochbury) APOTHECARY, ſupplies the Patients with ſuch: 
- Medicines as ſhall be found neceſſary i in their reſpeRive-Caſes, 


And-that the Patients may not want neceſſary Comfort under their AMiQtion, © 


Ti he Rev. JOSEPH COOKSON, A. M. has undertaken the kind and charitable Occ 
5 | of attending this Hoſpical AS Chapliin; . the Children born there, 
© +. churches the-Women, and reads Prayers publickly twice a Week, 


Note, The Patients are FRI bie 1 Gwe without Tee or Reu ard, 
Mr. JOHN NIX, Lena raa v. 
Mrs, KATHARINE NIX, Marx. 
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